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TAGS: PINT, IN 

SUBJECT: MORARJI DESAI: HEALTH AND VIEWS 

1. THE PRESIDENT OF THE INDEPENDENT TEXTILE LABOR ASSOCIATION 
(AHMED ABAD) A. N. BUCH BRIEFED THE LABOR COUNSELOR ON A THREE- 
HOUR MEETING HE HAD OCTOBER 3 WITH MORARJI DESAI, CURRENTLY 
BEING DETAINED UNDER THE EMERGENCY. DESSAI HAS HAD CLOSE 
RELATIONS WITH BUCH AND OTHER TEXTILE LABOR ASSOCIATION 
LEADERS. THE INTERVIEW WAS ARRANGED AT BUCH'S INITIATIVE 
THROUGH THE PRIME MINISTER S PERSONAL SECRETARY, PROFESSOR 

P. N. DHAR. BUCH INDICATED TO DHAR THAT HE WOULD BE WILLING 
TO MEDIATE BETWEEN DESAI AND THE GOI. IN GRANTING PERMISSION 
FOR THE VISIT, THE GOI AGREED THAT THE INTERVIEW WOULD BE IN 
PRIVATE. BUCH UNDERSODOD THAT HE HAD NO OFFICIAL GOI MESSAGE 
TO CONVEY TO DESAI. FOLLOWING THE INTERVIEW, BUCH PRE- 
PARED A LENGTHY REPORT WHICH HE GAVE TO DHAR. (THE LABOR 
COUNSELOR WAS PERMITTED TO READ A COPY.) BUCH WAS TOLD 
THAT MRS. GANDHI HAD READ THE REPORT, BUT THERE WAS NO 
INDICATION OF HER REACTION TO IT. 
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THE RAJASTHAN-HARYANA BORDER. IT IS A COMFORTABLE 
AIR CONDITIONED BUILDING, AND DESAI STATED THAT ALL HIS 
PHYSICAL NEEDS WERE BEING TAKEN CARE OF ADEQUATELY. HE 
IS IN GOOD HEALTH, HAD NO COMPLAINTS, AND IS NOT TALKING 
OF GOING ON A HUNGER STRIKE. DESAI SPENDS HIS TIME READING, 

DOING MEDITATION, AND TEACHING THE BEARER HOW TO READ. 

3. DESAI STATED THAT HE WOULD NOT AGREE TO ANY CONDITIONS 
FOR HIS RELEASE AND WOULD MAKE NO COMMITMENT TO REFRAIN 
FROM POLITICAL ACTIVITY IF HE WERE RELEASED. HIS TONE, 

HOWEVER, WAS GENERALLY CONCILIATORY, AND HE SAID THAT HE 
DID NOT WANT TO MAKE TROUBLE FOR ANYONE. HE TOLD BUCH 
THAT HE WAS PREPARED TO DIE IN CUSTODY AND WAS CONCERNED 
ABOUT EXPIATING HIS SINS BEFORE DEATH. DESAI DENIED THE 
STORY THAT HE HAD DEFAMED THE PRIME MINISTER TO THE FOREIGN 
PRESS. REFERRING TO A MEETING WITH AN ITALIAN JOURNALIST. 

DESAI SAID HE DISAGREED WITH CALLING ON THE MILITARY AND 
POLICE TO DISOBEY ORDERS, EVEN IF ILLEGAL (A REFERENCE 

TO J.P.'S POSITION). HE SAID THAT ONE COULD NOT BE 
"ADMINISTRATOR AND JUDGE AT THE SAME TIME," AND IF THE 
POLICE OR MILITARY DISAGREED WITH AN ORDER. THEY SHOULD 
RESIGN. DESAI CRITICIZED LIMITATIONS ON THE PRESS AND 
SAID IT COULD FUNCTION ONLY IF FREE. 

4. COMMENT: THE PICTURE OF DESAI IS VERY DIFFERENT FROM 
THAT OF THE PERSON WHO WENT ON A HUNGER STRIKE TO OBLIGE 
THE GOI TO CALL ELECTIONS IN GUJARAT LAST APRIL. DESAI 
SEEMED AWARE OF THE FACT THAT MRS. GANDHI HELD ALL OF THE 
CARDS AND THERE WAS NO POINT IN ATTEMPTING TO FORCE A 
CONFRONTATION WITH HER. HIS TONE WAS ONE OF RESIGNATION. 
HOWEVER, AS IN THE PAST, DESAI CONTINUES TO REFUSE TO 
ACCEPT ANY LIMITATIONS ON HIS FUTURE POLITICAL ACTIVITY. 
ALTHOUGH BUCH TOOK THE INITIATIVE TO MEDIATE BETWEEN THE 
GOI AND DESAI, WE FIND IT SIGNIFICANT THAT THE GOI CONTINUES 
TO BE INTERESTED IN EXPLORING POSSIBILITIES OF A MODUS 
VIVENDI WITH DESAI. PREVIOUSLY SOCIALISTLEADER N.G. GORAY 

AND SHEIKH ABDULLAH (AND POSSIBLY OTHERS) HAVE UNSUCCESSFULLY 
TRIED TO MEDIATE BETWEEN MRS. GANDHI AND THE JAILED OPPOSITION 
LEADERS (NEW DELHI 12386). 
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